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Lewiston Town Board sets public hearings
on water rates, solar moratorium
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At Monday’s regular meeting,
Lewiston Town Board members
addressed various town operations
with the setting of two public hear-
ings; they also heard some clarifica-
tion on the town’s agreement with
Modern Disposal.

Leading off with Modern, Super-
visor Steve Broderick presented
a motion intended to address the
grant funding issue for the new totes
Modern would provide to town resi-
dents.

“Basically we talked about it at our
last meeting,” Broderick said. Mod-
ern and the town reached agree-
ment where the company would
cover the cost for all the new totes
“in their entirety. ... And that any fu-
ture grant (applied for by the town
for this purpose) would go towards
Modern.”

“Usually, it’s a 50% grant,” Brod-
erick said of the town’s applying for
this type of funding. “So, we have an
agreement with Modern that our at-
torney has approved. And basically
it’s just to approve the agreement
and allow the supervisor to sign it.”

Soon after, the board, without
comment, approved the motion.
Broderick said the agreement is
available for review at Town Hall for
those who may have questions.

Moving to public hearings, the
board approved a session set for 6
p.m. Monday, Sept. 11, to consider

Local Law No. 3. The measure seeks
to amend language contained in
A-367-44 — the town’s current water
usage law — intended to address dis-
crepancies found with the in-district
and out-of-district billing rates ap-
proved for the Niagara County Wa-
ter District.

Commenting on its purpose, Town
Attorney Alfonso Marra Bax said, “It
took out the process by which out-
of-district water rates were set for
out-of-district users. To do that, we
have to modify the language very
slightly to include the Town Board
has the ability to set in-district and
out-of-district water rates.”

As to its impact, Broderick said
that, with Local Law 3, “A-367-44
water rates set is hereby deleted in
its entirety and replaced with the
following: ‘A-367-44 water rates set.
The Town Board ... shall from time
to time set water rates for both users
within the water district ... and for
users outside of the water district.
Said user rate shall be established
separately by Town Board resolu-
tion and shall made publicly avail-
able by the Town of Lewiston Water
Department.”

Once passed by the board and
signed by Broderick, the law will
become effective immediately upon
filing with the secretary of state.

Town residents are welcome to of-
fer their comments to the proposed
change on Sept. 11.

The second public hearing con-

cerns a moratorium sought by the
town covering the operation of solar
energy systems/farms. Introduced
by Councilman Rob Morreale, it
covers, “new applications/approvals
and/or construction/installation on
solar energy systems or solar farms”

The motion went on to be unani-
mously approved. According to
town language contained in Article
XXVIII Solar Energy Systems in
Sect. 360-214 (found on the town
website) under Findings, “the Town
Board finds a growing need to prop-
erly site all types of solar energy sys-
tems within the Town of Lewiston
to protect residential, business ar-
eas and other uses, to preserve the
overall beauty, nature and character
of the Town of Lewiston to promote
the effective and efficient use of so-
lar energy resources, and to protect
the health, safety and general wel-
fare of the citizens of the Town of
Lewiston.”

The measure goes on to state, “So-
lar energy systems deplete land for
other uses, introduce industrial us-
age into nonindustrial areas, and can
pose environmental challenges and
compete with other activities; and

“Solar energy systems need to be
regulated from permitting through
construction and ultimately their re-
moval when no longer utilized.”

The measure considers such defi-
nitions as the applicant; construc-
tion of a building-integrated solar/
photovoltaic (BIPV) system; a build-

ing-mounted solar energy system;
an electrical energy storage device;
a ground-mounted solar energy sys-
tem; the property owner; a rooftop-
mounted solar energy system; solar
energy equipment; a solar energy
system; solar panel; solar sky space
easement; and a utility-scale solar
energy system. In the last title, it
considers such issues as whether
the type of operation supplies ener-
gy; if it is connected to a supplier, its
location, if the operation occupies a
footprint of greater than 5 acres; and
whether it meets the definition of a
utility scale system and should be
subjected to requirements.

The entire document is available
on www.townoflewiston.us, and
would be the topic of discussion at
next month’s hearing.

In other actions:

o The board will provide $15,000 in
funding to help the Historical Asso-
ciation of Lewiston cover a $52,000
roof replacement at the Lewiston
Historical Museum on Plain Street.
The appropriated money would
come from the town’s B Fund.

eThe board approved a $7,700
bid by Steve’s Heating and Air Con-
ditioning for installation of a new
§7,700 Lennox furnace/AC unit in
Town Hall. Morreale said the town
has been having problems with the
older unit and it was time for a re-
placement.
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Piper to hold ceremony at Lewiston Cemetery

I announced at the dedication of
the historical cemetery plaque in
May that my next project was to be
the placement of another granite
bench to be placed next to the
historical plaque.

At the conclusion of the ceremo-

in honor of all Lewiston veterans
who have served in all branches

of the military — past, present and
future. The second is a gift of Joan
Dominick Sheusi in memory of her
late mother, Berniece Dominick,
who passed away at 103 in 2022.

behind the old Presbyterian
Church. I am tentatively planning
to have an honor guard from the
VEW in honor of those who serve
or have served in the military, and
Pastor Serianni to preside over
the blessing and dedication of the

raise donations to be able to plant
ornamental trees, in memory of
loved ones, to replace those lost to
the ravages of time.

[ wish to express my heartfelt
appreciation to those who have
donated to my historical projects.

D ay we ckend ny, I was approached about donat-  Berniece was the oldest resident of  benches. This is open to the public, Without you, I would never have
ing a bench. Two are going to be Lewiston at the time. for anyone who wishes to attend the been able to bring my projects to
placed on either side of the histori- A dedication will take place at ceremony. fruition in honor of Lewiston his-
cal plaque monument. The first is 1 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 17, in the As I continue my stewardship of  tory.

a gift of the Rev. Dr. Joyce Serianni  Oakwood section of the cemetery the cemetery, my next project is to Village Historian Russ Piper
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